
Product Summary

VoIP PA Streaming (Long Line Public Address)

Integrated Wireless, Amplifier & UPS

Multiple Operator Support

Integrated Standard EVAC Tones

Integrated Digital Voice Response

The NetSpire Wireless Announcer is a stand-alone network 
integrated unit that supports Public Address, Digital Voice Announce-
ment and Emergency Warning and Intercommunication (EWIS) 
Alerts.  The integrated amplifier, wireless networking and uninter-
ruptible power supply simplifies design and installation while 
improving system reliability.

System Operation
Announcements and alerts can be made from local consoles or from 
remote networked locations capable of controlling multiple units 
simultaneously.  Automatic triggers and schedules can also be 
configured to allow the unit to operate independently of network 
availability.

Wireless Integration
The Wireless Announcer can be securely networked into standard 
wireless WAN and LAN infrastructure using 802.11b/g Wi-Fi, or 
IEEE 802.16 WiMAX.  For options using the 4.9GHz Public Safety 
reserved spectrum please contact Open Access to discuss.

EWIS Capabilities
Two integrated amplifier options are available, a low power 12W 
model with integratde UPS backup and a high power 150W Class 
D model for high output applications.  Evacuation signals conforming 
to AS 1670.4, AS2200, AS 4428.1 and IEC.60849 are included.

Public Address & Digital Voice Announcement (DVA)
Up to 3000 CD quality pre-recorded announcements can be stored 
on the unit and initiated manually, automatically via trigger or on a 
scheduled basis.  PA Announcements are automatically prioritized 
and may be made from any authorised PA console on the network.
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Features
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Uninterruptable Power: The low power Wireless Announcer incorporates an 
integral UPS to provide up to 60 seconds of full power announcement output in the 
event of power loss. The UPS utilises ultracapacitors for providing backup power 
which are maintenance free and designed for continuous operation over an design 
lifespan of 10 years.
In areas where local power is not available, a solar panel option can be installed 
for fully stand-alone operation.

Wireless Help/Info Point: The Wireless Announcer can also support up to 2 
Help Points for providing assistance to local users. The voice is carried using the 
same wireless network link that is used for normal communication and does not 
require any additional communication infrastructure. Help Point requests can be 
routed simultaneously to multiple locations to provide redundancy and load 
sharing. If two way communications not required, the Wireless Announcer can also 
be used as a Press To Talk Information Point.

EVAC Announcements: The Wireless Announcer includes Alert tones 
complying to AS1670.4, AS2200, AS4428.1 and IEC.60849.  A  set of pre-
recorded speech files may also be readily incorporated into Alert announcements 
via a simple graphical interface. Announcements can be triggered manually or to 
occur automatically as a result of an external event.  Volume level can be 
specified per alert.  Alerts can be set to play for a specific duration or repeated 
periodically over a user specified time window. An optional xenon strobe is also 
available for providing visual alert indication. 

Modular Design and Expansion: The Wireless Announcer is the latest 
addition to the evolving Open Access embedded hardware range.  Its modular 
design allows for a very flexible unit and the embedded hardware provides 
continued robustness.
Expansion options include, Strobe indicator, Help Point, Info Point, LED Display, 
Warden Phone (WIP) for local PA announcements and a Web Integrated Graphi-
cal Interface providing real-time visualisation of system operation.

Digital I/O: The Wireless Announcer’s software configurable  Digital I/O 
interface can be used to provide relay interfaces to other devices or systems.  This 
includes any digital input such as a remote system alarm or a door opening.  The 
outputs can be used to provide status updates to other systems (e.g. SCADA) or to 
control other systems such as Strobe Lights or CCTV units.

Public Address (Long Line Public Address): Using Open Access’s 
NetSpire software local and remote operators can send live PA announcements to 
Wireless Announcers.  The announcements are streamed using Wideband Voice 
Over IP (VoIP) for improved speech clarity. PA operators can send announcements 
to individual or groups of Wireless Announcers and multiple simultaneous 
operators are supported via the use of automatic announcement prioritisation.

Realtime Status Monitoring: The Wireless Announcer provides real time 
status information that can be integrated into standard network monitoring 
systems. The real time status provides operational information for all devices in the 
field in addition to supporting alarm notification in the event of a failure occurring.

Digital Voice Announcements: The Wireless Announcer can also be used 
to play CD quality informational announcements. Up to 3000 digitally recorded 
announcements can be stored on the Wireless Announcer. Announcements may be 
initiated locally or remotely via a graphical interface.  Both manual and automatic 
announcement triggering is supported and announcements can also be configured 
to play back on a periodic basis according to a schedule. 

Scalable Distributed System: The underlying architecture of the NetSpire 
software suite has been developed in a manner that allows data to easily be 
shared throughout the system.  Additional system nodes can easily be added and 
the NetSpire architecture is deployed on systems with a single node and on 
systems with thousands of nodes.

Wireless Networking: The Wireless Announcer supports industry standard 
802.11 b/g WiFi or 802.16 WiMAX for wide area coverage. Please contact 
Open Access to dicuss applications that require the use of the 4.9GHz Public 
Safety reserved spectrum.
Mesh networking incorporating dynamic source routing is supported in suitable 
environments.
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Contact
T: 61 2 9978 7009
F: 61 2 9978 7099

Class of Protection

MTBF

Cooling

Network/WAN

Audio

UPS Standby

Specifications

Model

Dimensions (H x W x D)

Weight

Mounting

Case Material

Power

Environment

Antenna

COMGW01

Approx 255mm x 270mm x 80mm

COMGW02

Approx 4.0kg (Module)Approx 2.5kg

Approx 280mm x 300mm x 135mm (Module)

Pole or Wall

12-24V DC

Weather Resistant/High Impact/Flame Retardant
Thermoplastic Alloy

Operating Temperature: 0oC to 50oC
Storage Temperature: -10oC to 80oC

Integrated (Omni Dipole)

IP 55 (suitable for outdoor use)

166,000 hours

Passive

100 Base/T
IEEE 802.11g/b
IEEE 802.16 WiMAX (optional)
4.9GHz Reserved Public Safety Spectrum (contact
Open Access to discuss)

Frequency Range: 300 - 11,500 Hz
Power: 12W RMS
SPL (1.1): 94dBA

60 seconds at Full Power

Pole or Wall

220 - 250V AC

Weather Resistant/High Impact/Flame Retardant
Thermoplastic Alloy

External (Omni Dipole or Directional Polarised Sector)

IP 55 (suitable for outdoor use)

166,000 hours

Passive

Frequency Range: 300 - 11,500 Hz
Power: 150W RMS
SPL (1.1): 120dBA

-

Operating Temperature: 0oC to 50oC
Storage Temperature: -10oC to 80oC

100 Base/T
IEEE 802.11g/b
IEEE 802.16 WiMAX (optional)
4.9GHz Reserved Public Safety Spectrum (contact
Open Access to discuss)

Network Bandwidth Configurable 256Kbps to 1.0Mbps Configurable 256Kbps to 1.0Mbps



Options

Warden Phones (WIPs): The Wireless Announcer can support 
the use of Warden Phones (WIPs) to make local PA announce-
ments.  A secured cabinet or PIN number identification can be 
used to prevent unauthorised use.

Help/Info Points: The Wireless Announcer can support up to 2 
Help Points for providing assistance to local users.  When a 
Help Point button is pressed a VoIP telephony call is routed to 
centralised Operator Phones over the same wireless network 
link that is used for normal communication and does not require 
any additional communication infrastructure.  Help Point 
requests can be routed simultaneously to multiple locations to 
provide redundancy and load sharing.

Solar Power: Power cabling and running costs can be reduced 
through the implementation of solar panels to power the Wire-
less Announcer. This provides more flexibility in system design 
allowing Wireless Announcers to be deployed in locations 
without local power and even in temporary locations.

Strobe Lights: Wireless Announcers can be used to drive Xenon 
Strobe lights under configurable circumstances in order to 
provide visual alerts.  For example, strobe lights can be set to 
initiate when a specific announcement plays (either automati-
cally or via the user interface). 

Graphical User Interfaces: The Open Access NetSpire 
software suite contains a selection of user interfaces for various 
system user groups.  This ranges from web interfaces for opera-
tor interaction (see example pictured below) to unit restoration 
applications used by maintenance staff.  All GUIs can be 
configured to restrict specific system functionality to only autho-
rised users.

LED Displays: The Wireless Announcer’s serial port can be 
used to supply visual messages via connected LED Displays.  
The LED Displays might be used to show a variety of informa-
tion such as bus timetable information, rood traffic messages or 
to act as a clock.  Multiple LED Displays can be daisy-chained 
together to the serial port and data can be targeted to specific 
displays via hardware addressing.


